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PHE  IF -A.  O  E  . 


At  first  sight,  it  may  seem  to  be  almost  a 
waste  of  labor  to  examine  and  chronicle  so 
minutely  the  incidents  connected  with  the 
history  of  such  an  insignificant  and  obscure 
group  of  islands.  But  when  we  consider  the 
important  part  which  their  early  inhabitants 
played  in  the  first  settlement  of  this  portion 
of  the  New  England  coast,  and  the  notoriety 
which  they  have  lately  gained  as  a  healthy 
summer  resort,  the  research  which  has  pro- 
duced the  following  pages  will  not  appear  to 
be  wholly  unwarranted  or  fruitless.  The 
author  ventures  to  hope  that  they  may  serve 
to  enhance  the  interest  and  popularity  among 
summer  tourists  which  have  already  become 
attached  to  these  romantic,  rocky  islets. 
Here  the  Atlantic  Ocean  may  be  seen  in  its 
grandest  phases  and  in  all  its  fit  fit]  moods; 
and  here  the  toil- worn  invalid  inhales  fresh 
vitality  and  strength,  with  every  breath,  from 
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Preface. 


the  invigorating  sea-breeze,  which  cools  the 
ardor  of  the  hottest  summer  sun.  If  this 
little  volume,  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
sojourner  at  "  The  Shoals,"  shall  serve  to 
while  away  a  pleasant  hour,  as  he  looks  around 
upon  the  vast  and  limitless  expanse  of  waters, 
dotted  with  many  a  white  sail  in  the  distance, 
and  sporting  in  deep-voiced  breakers  among 
the  beetling  cliffs,  his  efforts  will  have  been 
rewarded  and  his  object  gained. 

Nothing  could  be  more  inappropriate  than 
the  general  name  applied  to  these  islands, 
which  is  a  misnomer  in  every  sense  of  the 
word.  They  consist  chiefly  of  volcanic  rocks, 
rising  abruptly  from  the  bed  of  the  sea,  which 
is  here  as  deep  as  on  any  portion  of  the  Xcw 
England  coast,  and  nearly  all  the  approaches 
to  them  come  upon  a  bold  shore.  In  fact, 
one  of  their  principal  attractions,  both  in 
an  aesthetic  and  business  point  of  view,  are 
the  mammoth  cod-fish  which  abound  in  these 
deep  waters,  and  are  the  delight  of  the 
epicures  and  amateur  diseiples  of  Izaak 
Walton  who  congregate  at  the  Shoals  every 
summer. 


Aborigines  never  inhabited  these  islands, 
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ANCIENT  AND  MODERN 

ISLES  OF  SHOALS. 

Tins  cluster  of  islands,  situated  about  ten 
miles  south-east  from  Portsmouth,  comprises 
eight  in  number.  Five  of  them  :  Appledore 
(the  largest),  Cedar,  Duck,  Malaga,  Smutty- 
Nose  or  Haley's,  belong  to  Maine;  the  other 
three  :  Londoner  or  Lounging,  Star,  White, 
(of  which  the  largest  is  Star),  belong  to 
Rockingham  County,  New  Hampshire.  They 
Mere  visited,  if  not  discovered,  in  the  year 
1614,  by  Captain  John  Smith,  who  called 
them  Smith's  Islands,  but  they  afterwards 
acquired,  their  present  name  :  IsLES  of 
8  no  A  L  s. 
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In  William  Darby's  Gazetteer,  printed 
in  1833,  is  the  fallowing  coneise  history  of 
the  Shoals  :  "  Small  islands,  eight  in  number, 
belonging  mostly  to  Maine  ;  three  leagues 
south-south-east  of  Portsmouth,  N.  II.  Hog 
Island  [now  Appledore],  the  largest,  contains 
three  hundred  and  fifty  acres.  Star  Island 
constitutes  the  town  of  Gosport,  belonging 
to  Kockingham  County,  N.  II.  The  whole 
cluster  is  inhabited  by  about  one  hundred 
fishermen." 

According  to  tradition  and  the  earliest 
account  of  these  islands  extant,  the  first  one 
ever  inhabited  is  now  called  Star  Island,  the 
next  was  Appledore,  and  soon  after  the  re- 
mainder were  sparsely  peopled  by  a  few  as 
adventurers. 

Appledore  Island  contains  3.50  acres  of 
rock  and  soil  (=*§  rock),  and  its  greatest 
elevation  is  57  feet  above  high-water  mark. 
In  IGG1  these  islands  were  formed  into  one 
town,  under  the  corporate  name  of  Altli:- 
J)oki:.  Island    was    purchased  by 

lion.  Thomas  1>.  Laiohtox,  about  thirty 
years  ago,  who  renamed  it  Appledore. 
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Smutty-Nose  or  Haley's  contains  about 
250  acres  of  rock  and  soil,  and  its  greatest 
elevation  is  45  feet. 

Star  Island  contains  about  180  acres  of 
rock  and  soil,  and  its  height  is  55  feet. 

Cedar  Island  was  so  named  from  the  abun- 
dance of  cedar  trees  which  formerly  flour- 
ished there.  At  high  water  a  part  of  White 
Island  becomes  separated  from  the  rest, 
which  is  called  by  the  Shoalers  Seavey's 
Island. 

Only  five  of  the  islands  arc  inhabited,  viz. : 
Appledore,  Haley's  or  Smutty-Nose,  Lon- 
doner, Star,  and  White,  by  a  population  num- 
bering about  100  —  no  perceptible  increase 
since  1840.  With  the  exception  of  a  few 
enclosures  for  gardens,  the  lauds  lie  in  com- 
mon ;  there  are  a  lew  trees,  consisting  of  wil- 
lows and  Lombardy  poplars,  planted  by  the 
inhabitants. 

The  inhabitants  of  Star  Island,  now  called 
Gosport,  were  early  Invested  with  town  priv- 
ileges. They  had  a  court-house  on  Smutty- 
Nose  or  Haley's  Island;  a  church,  first  on 
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Applcdorc  and  afterwards  on  Star  Island. 
Star  Island  and  Smutty-Nose  or  Haley's  are 
connected  by  a  sea-wall,  built  at  the  expense 
of  the  government,  for  the  purpose  of  arrest- 
ing a  strong  north-east  current  running  be- 
tween them,  and  forming  a  safe  haven  or 
harbor  for  anchorage  on  the  north  and  west 
sides  of  it.  This  wall  withstood  the  force  of 
the  storms  and  waves  for  a  short  time,  but 
proved  inadequate  to  the  task  soon  after 
being  built ;  and  after  having  sad  inroads 
made  on  it  by  every  heavy  storm,  at  last  suc- 
cumbed to  the  tempest  of  November,  1871, 
and  is  now  almost  completely  obliterated. 

This  storm  was  the  heaviest  known  in  that 
locality  for  twenty  years  past.  Tides  rose 
higher  than  at  the  time  o.f  tin;  destruction  of 
Minot's  Ledge  lighthouse.  Huge  rocks  that 
had  lain  stationary  for  centuries  were  moved 
from  their  foundations,  and  now  occupy  new 
locations. 

Smutty-Nose  or  Haley's,  and  Malaga 
[stands  are  also  connected  by  a  similar  faced 
sea-wall,  built  at  the  expense  of  Mr.  Samukl 
Haley,  who   is  appropriately  yclcped  the 
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"Pioneer  of  the  Shoals."  This  wall  is  14 
rods  in  length,  13  feet  in  height,  and  25  to 
30  feet  in  width,  effectually  securing  Haley's 
Inlet  and  wharf  from  easterly  storms  ; 
although  the  waves  not  unfrequently  break 
over  it  in  a  severe  gale. 

The  village  of  Gosport,  comprising  Star 
Island,  was  nearly  destroyed  by  fire  in  1870, 
with  a  loss  of  property  to  the  amount  of 
ten  thousand  dollars  or  more. 

For  more  than  a  century  previous  to  the 
American  Revolution,  these  islands,  particu- 
larly the  three  larger  ones,  were  populous, 
containing  from  four  to  six  hundred  inhabi- 
tants. An  old  author  writes  :  "  Dutch, 
French,  and  Portugulls  come  here  to  traf- 
fiquc." 

These  islands  are  composed  of  ledges  of  a 
gneissic  formation,  bearing  evidence  of  their 
igneous  origin,  as  they  are  often  traversed  by 
veins  of  iron,  quartz,  and  trap-stone.  They 
are  mere  beds  of  rocks,  covered  with  a  thin 
and  sparsely  scattered  stratum  of  soil  ;  and 
probably  would  never  have  been  inhabited 
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but  for  their  advantageous  situation  for  the 
prosecution  of  the  fisheries.  Upon  all  of 
them  are  chasms  in  the  rocks,  having  the 
appearance  of  being  caused  by  earthquakes. 
The  most  remarkable  is  on  Star  Island,  in 
which  one  Betty  Moody  secreted  herself, 
when  a  party  of  Indians  visited  the  island 
and  took  away  some  captives,  and  is  called 
to  this  day  "Betty  Moody's  Hole."  Some 
of  her  descendants  bearing  the  same  name 
still  reside  in  York,  Maine,  and  vicinity. 

i 4  As  the  residents  were  constantly  exposed 
to  the  depredations  of  the  British,  and  were 
often  made  the  involuntary  instruments  of 
furnishing  to  the  enemy,  during  the  wars, 
supplies  of  provisions,  their  removal  to  the 
main  land  was  urged  not  only  by  considera- 
tions of  personal  safety,  but  by  a  patriotic 
regard  to  the  American  cause." 

Another  reason  for  their  removal  was,  they 
were  in  constant  terror  and  jeopardy  for  their 
lives,  from  the  incursions  of  the  stealthy  and 
ever-watchful  Indians,  who  would  appear  to 
the   inhabitants    in  so  sudden  a  manner, 
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ornamented  with  war-paint  and  feathers, 
and  armed  with  tomahawk  *  and  scalping- 
knife,f  —  adding  to  all  these  their  being 
under  the  influence  of  fire-water!  —  for  the 
purposes  of  plunder,  murder,  and  kidnap- 
ping; or,  as  old  writers  express  it,  "captivat- 
ing any  that  were  unable  to  defend  them- 
selves." "  The  principal  inhabitants  accord- 
ingly removed  to  the  towns  on  the  neighbor- 
ing coast ;  and  as  few  of  them  ever  returned, 
the  business  of  the  islands  was  almost  ruined  ; 
nor  have  they  since  recovered  their  former 
prosperity." 

On  many  of  the  islands  traces  of  ancient 
burying-grounds  have  been  found,  especially 
on  Star  and  Haley's  Islands  ;  and  not  long 
since  Mrs.  Cecil  Thaxtek  discoursed,  in 
the  Atlantic  Monthly,  on  a  skull  upheaved 
by  a  Shoaler  in  digging  on  Appledore  ;  but 

*  The  writer  is  in  possession  of  a  hatchet  or 
tomahawk  which  once  belonged  to  a  Shawhegan 
(IVnohscot)  8  ae  he  in  or  chief. 

f  Col.  John  (J.  Darling,  of  Boston,  has  also  a 
"compound"  scalping- knife  of  the  same  age. 
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upon  being  seen  by  resident  fishermen  there, 
they  declared,  with  tears  in  their  eyes  and 
painful  hearts,  that  their  luck  as  fishermen 
was  entirely  gone  so  long  as  this  brain-shell 
remained  above-ground  !  So  much  for  super- 
stition, even  in  modern  times  ! 

Sir  Fekdi  nan  do  Gouges,  in  his  voyages 
of  discovery,  frequently  landed  here,  and  with 
a  discerning  eye  calculated  on  the  chances  of 
some  of  those  islands  serving  as  a  sort  of 
military  depot,  to  the  furtherance  of  his 
schemes  in  colonizing  and  bringing  under  his 
sway  all  the  settlements  on  the  coasts  of 
Maine  and  New  Hampshire,  and  eventually 
the  territory  comprising  both  these  States 
and  their  extensive  neighborhood, 

Sir  Fcrdihando  Gorges  was  a  very  ambi- 
tious and  very  unfortunate  man  in  his  enter- 
prises. He  wished  to  accumulate  a  fortune 
and  achieve  a  character.  Fired  by  this 
desire,  as  lord  proprietor,  he  granted  a 
charter  of  incorporation  for  a  city  to  his 
nephew,  Thomas  GoiiGES,  with  five  thousand 
acres  of  land  from  the  plantation.     The  gov- 
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ernment  provided  for  the  new  city  was  to 
consist  of  a  mayor  and  eight  aldermen ; 
and  to  perpetuate  his  name  and  reputation 
he  called  it  Goiigiana.  But  no  particular 
obedience  was  paid  to  his  authority,  and  the 
inhabitants  governed  themselves  by  associa- 
tions. In  fact,  they  viewed  his  assumed 
power  as  a  very  weak  kind  of  aristocracy, 
and  likely  to  be  of  very  short  duration. 
Thomas  Gorges  was  the  first  and  last  mayor 
of  the  city  —  now  the  town  of  York,  Maine. 
This  was  the  first  grant  of  incorporation  for 
a  city  in  America,  viz.  :  an  English  city 
charter,  dated  in  1641. 

A  woman  named  Pulsey  died  on  Star 
Island  in  1795,  aged  ninety  years.  In  her 
lifetime  she  kept  two  cows,  and  the  hay  on 
which  they  fed  in  winter  she  used  to  cut  in 
summer,  among  the  rocks,  with  a  knife,  with 
her  own  hands.  It  was  said  her  cows  were 
always  in  good  order.  They  were  taken  from 
her,  but  paid  for,  by  the  British,  in  1775, 
and  killed,  to  the  no  small  grief  of  the  good 
old  woman. 
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A  monument  erected  to  the  memory  of  the 
discoverer  of  these  islands,  on  Star  Island, 
contains  the  following  inscription  :  — 

44  John  Smith,  died  in  London,  in  1G32, 
aged  52  years.  He  was  Governor  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  subsequently  Admiral  of  New 
England.  These  islands  were  discovered  by 
him  in  April,  1614,  while  with  eight  others, 
in  an  open  boat,  he  was  exploring  the  coast 
from  Penobscot  to  Cape  Cod." 

This  was  the  John  Smith  of  Pocahontas 
and  PoWhattan  fame. 

For  many  years  these  islands  were  only  a 
transient  abiding-place  for  a  few  wandering 
Indians,  coming  occasionally  from  Maine  and 
New  Hampshire.  Gradually,  however,  a  few 
families  of  whites  would  locate  here,  and 
remain,  unless  molested  or  exterminated  by 
these  red  men. 

Fishing  was  the  principal  traffic  carried  on 
by  the  inhabitants,  but  within  a  few  years 
hotels  for  summer  resorts  have  been  erected 
—  vying  favorably  with  Newport  and  Cape 
May  —  upon  two  of  the  largest  islands,  viz.  : 
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Appledore  House  on  Applcdore  Island,  and 
the  Atlantic  House  on  Star  Island. 

The  mode  of  pursuing  the  fishing  business 
is  described  as  follows  :  "  The  fishermen  take 
yearly  on  the  coast  many  hundred  quintals 
of  cod,  haddock,  hake,  mackerel,  pollock, 
&c,  and  dry  or  cure  them  at  their  stages, 
making  three  voyages  in  a  year.  They  make 
merchantable  and  refuse,  which  they  sell  to 
Massachusetts  :  the  first  for  32  ryals  ($4)  per 
quintal  ;  the  refuse  for  9  and  10  shillings 
(<$2  and  $2.25).  The  merchant  sends  the 
first  to  Lisbon,  l>ilboa,  Marseilles,  Bordeaux, 
Toulon,  and  other  cities  of  France  ;  the 
refuse  fish  to  the  West  Indies  for  the 
negroes  [!].  To  every  shallop  belong  four 
fishermen,  a  master  or  steersman,  a  midship- 
man, and  a  shoreman,  who  washes  the  fish 
out  of  the  salt,  and  dries  them  Upon  hurdles 
or  flakes  pitched  upon  stakes  breast  high,  and 
tends  their  cookery.  They  often  gut  in  one 
voyage  eight  or  ten  barrels  a  shave  per  man." 

William  FkitekiIll,  from  Cornwall, 
England  (ancestor  of  thu  celebrated  Sir  \Yil- 
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liam  Pepperell),  and  a  Mr.  Gibbons,  from 
Topsham,  England,  were  among  the  first  set- 
tlers at  the  Shoals  in  1G7G,  as  fishermen.  It 
is  said  of  Pepperell,  that  for  some  time  after 
his  arrival,  a  lady  to  whom  he  was  paying 
his  addresses  at  the  Shoals  would  not  listen 
to  him  he  was  so  poor.  However,  in  a 
few  years,  by  his  industry  and  frugality,  he 
accumulated  enough  property  to  enable  him 
to  send  out  a  brig  which  he  loaded  for  Hull, 
England ;  consequently,  soon  after  the  lady 
gave  her  consent  to  marry.  After  their  mar- 
riage they  removed  to  Kittery,  Me.,  where 
he  became  a  wealthy  merchant,  and  died  in 
1734. 

In  former  times  from  three  to  four  thou- 
sand quintals  of  fish  were  annually  caught 
and  cured  here,  and  seven  or  eight  schooners 
were  employed  in  the  business.  The  cele- 
brated winter,  or  dun  fish,  were  peculiarly 
excellent,  and  commanded  a  high  price, 
They  have  heretofore  been  considered  a  dis- 
tinct species  of  the  cod,  by  their  appearance, 
which  is  a  dun  or  brawn  color;  but  they 
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differ  from  the  cod  only  in  the  circumstance 
of  their  being  caught  and  cured  in  winter. 
44  The  drink  of  the  fishermen  was  formerly 
bounce,  a  liquor  composed  of  spruce  beer  and 
wine,  in  the  proportion  of  two  parts  of  the 
former  to  one  of  the  latter  ;  but  afterwards, 
to  the  great  injury  both  of  their  health  and 
morals,  they  substituted  rum  in  its  place. 
The  nature  of  their  occupation  exposed  them 
to  casualties :  many  beats  and  men  being 
lost  at  sea,  especially  in  the  great  storm  of 
February,  1695. 

The  expense  of  living  at  that  time  was 
small,  compared  to  the  present,  if  we  judge 
from  the  scale  made  of  the  cost  of  tk  Victuals 
to  last  one  man  a  year :  eight  bushels  of 
meal,  £2  ;  two  bushels  of  peas,  G  shillings  ; 
two  bushels  of  oatmeal,  9  shillings;  one 
gallon  of  aqua  vita;  (brandy),  2s.  6d.  ;  one 
gallon  of  oil,  I'm/.  ;  two  gallons  of  vinegar, 
2s.  ;  total,        3«„  equal  to  $]  I." 

kk  As  early  as  1G50,  the  Itcv.  JoiIN  BllOCK, 
afterwards  minister  of  Heading,  began  to 
preach  here,  of  whom  the  following  story  is 
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related  by  Mather  :  He  had  persuaded  the 
fishermen  to  agree  to  spend  one  day  in  each 
month,  besides  Sabbaths,  in  religious  wor- 
ship. On  one  of  these  days  they  desired 
him  to  postpone  the  meeting,  as  the  rough 
weather  had  for  a  time  prevented  their  going 
out  a  fishing,  and  they  wished  to  improve  the 
favorable  opportunity  then  presented.  Hav- 
ing endeavored,  but  ineffectually,  to  dissuade 
them  from  their  purpose,  he  thus  addressed 
them  :  k  If  you  are  resolved  to  neglect  your 
duty  to  God,  and  will  go  away,  I  say  unto 
you,  catch  fish  if  you  can  ;  but  as  for  you 
who  will  tarry  and  worship  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  1  will  pray  to  him  that  you  may  catch 
fish  till  you  are  weary.'  Of  thirty-five  men, 
only  five  remained  with  the  minister.  The 
thirty  who  went  from  the  meeting,  with  all 
their  skill,  caught  through  the  day  but  four 
fishes  ;  while  the  live  who  attended  divine 
service,  afterwards  went  out  and  caught  five 
hundred. 

k*  In  1732,  the  Rev.'  John  TuCKE  was  or- 
dained as  the  Minister  of  these  Islands,  ami 


Isles  of  Shoals. 


2?> 


preached  to  the  fishermen  more  than  forty 
years.  The  sermon  at  his  ordination  was 
preached  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fitch  of  Ports- 
mouth from  the  appropriate  text,  'I  will 
make  you  fishers  of  men.'  J I  is  salary  was 
made  up  by  the  contribution  of  a  quintal  of 
dun  fish  from  each  fisherman,  the  whole 
number  being  from  eighty  to  an  hundred  ; 
and  as  this  sort  of  fish  brought  about-  a 
guinea  a  quintal,  the  stipend  yielded  him  an 
ample  support. 

"  Among  the  first  settlers  on  the  island, 
were  two  men  named  Pepp  eh  ell  and  Gib- 
bons. After  a  short  residence  Vhey  found 
the  place  too  narrow,  and  determined  on  a 
removal.  Whither  should  they  go  ?  To 
determine  this  point  they  resorted  to  the  sin- 
gular expedient  of  -riling  up  two  .slicks,  with 
the  intention  of  going  in  whatever  directions 
they  might  fall.  PEPtfEllE]  i/s  stick  loll 
towards  the  north-wost,  and  he  accordingly 
emigrated  to  Eittery.  GlBBONs'  fell  north- 
cast,  and  in  compliance  with  the  intimation 
he  removed  to   that  part  of  .Maine  after- 
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wards  known  as  Waldo's  Patent." — r  Whiton's, 
New  Hampshire 

Before  many  of  these  islands  were  people  d 
an  exploring  party  were  wrecked  on  the  coast 
of  one  of  the  largest.  It  was  in  midwinter  ; 
and  out  of  twelve  souls,  only  three  or  four 
survived,  and  after  suffering  from  cold,  hun- 
ger, and  other  privations  and  hardships,  were 
at  last  succored  from  the'  jaws  of  death.,  and 
finally  rescued  by  some  fishermen  who  had  a 
settlement  at  what  is  now  called  Little  Har- 
bor, near  Odiorne's  Point,  live,  N.  H.  — 
Stierbiirno,  ■ 

No  account  or  history,  even  of  a  very  re- 
mote dates  mentions  •  that  tlfcy  were  ever 
actually  inhabited  or  peopled  by  the  Ahorig- 
in<  s  of  North  America.  —  lb* 

During  the  American  revolutionary  war 
most  of  the  inhabitants  wore  tories,  and 
their  principal  means  at  U\  lihood,  in  fact 
their  sole  business  seemed  wholly  to  consist 
in  supplying  the  British  men-of-war  ves- 
sels with  fish,  that  were  very  abundant  ami 
easily  caught,  and  meat  and  vegetables,  pil- 
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fercd  from  the  coasts  of  Maine  and  New 
Hampshire.  —  lb. 

In  the  evening,  from  the  rear  piazza  of  the 
Appledorc  House,  looking  cast,  can  he  seen 
Boon  Island  light,  which  is  situated  on  a 
ledge  of  rocks  about  eight  miles  off  the  har- 
bor of  York,  Me.,  lat.  43°  8';  long.  70°  29'. 
This  is  a  fixed  or  stationary  light.  The  lan- 
tern is  about  seventy  feet  above  the  sea. 
"  Near  this  island  the  steamboat  New  Eng- 
land, on  her  passage  from  Boston,  Mass.  to 
Gardiner,  Me.,  met  with  a  fatal  disaster  by 
coming  in  contact  with  a  loaded  coaster,  on 
the  night  of  May  31,  1838,  by  which  many 
valuable  lives  were  jeopardized."  —  H«y- 
ward's  Gazetteer. 

The  light  on  White  Islanp,  the  south- 
western island  of  the  Shoals,  is  an  ocean 
light,  in  hit.  42°  58';  long.  70°  37'  30". 
Revolving  ;  height  of  lantern  above  the  sea 
is  eighty-seven  feet.  —  Tb. 

Whale's  Back,  on  the  north  and  east  side 
of  entrance  to  Portsmouth  harbor,  lat.  43°  3'; 
long.  70°  11'.    It  is  a  red  and  white  light, 
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one  ten  feet  above  the  other,  but  seen  as 
one  light  about  six  miles  distant  ;  fixed. 
Height  of  lantern  above  the  sea  is  fifty-eight 
feet— lb. 

"  On  the  night  of  the  terrible  gale  in  No- 
vember, 1871,  Mr.  Wilt  jam  Caswell,  the 
light-keeper,  with  his  son  Fkank,  were  im- 
mured in  the  old  tower  with  the  storm  break- 
ing over  it,  being  unable  to  reaeh  the  new 
one  standing  by  its  side  (which  had  not  been 
occupied),  was  shaken  as  if  built  of  dry  lum- 
ber, instead  of  stone,  and  seemed  ready  to 
topple  over  and  fall  into  the  sea.  They  had 
a  night  of  terror  and  a  narrow  escape  from 
the  fate  that  befel  those  victims  in  Minot's 
Ledge  light-house,  blown  down  in  April, 
1851,  which  event  is  familiar  to  all  living 
on  the  New  England  coast.  Bttt  they  neg- 
lected not  their  duty  in  keeping  their  light 
burning,  to  guide  others  who  shared  similar 
perils."  —  Portsmouth  Slates  ami  Union* 

The  Appledore  House,  on  Appledore 
Island,  consists  of  three  spacious  buildings, 
the  largest  of  which  contains  a  hall  seventy- 
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five  by  forty  feet  —  not  much  inferior  in  size 
to  Faneuil  Hall,  which  is  seventy-six  feet 
square,  —  with  a  continuous  covered  piazza 
in  front  of  the  whole,  facing  the  west,  nearly 
six  hundred  feet  in  length,  and  in  the  rear 
part  of  the  building  two  hundred  feet  of 
verandah,  besides  contiguous  buildings  and 
numerous  ells.  There  are  two  hundred 
sleeping  apartments,  besides  dining,  sitting, 
reading,  billiard  rooms,  parlors,  which  are 
capable  of  accommodating  three  hundred  and 
fifty  permanent  boarders.  The  whole  is 
lighted  with  gas. 

A  more  retired  or  delightful  resort  could 
not  be  found  —  a  colony  consisting  of  one 
family  ;  and  the  pleasures  of  a  sea-voyage 
without  its  disadvantages. 

The  Isles  of  Shoals  are  places  of  fash  ion- 
able  resort,  a  pleasant  retreat  from  cities  in 
the  warm  season,  and  are  very  healthy  as 
summer  residences.  The  mean  temperature 
here  is  ten  degrees  cooler  in  summer  and  te  n 
degrees  warmer  in  winter  than  on  the  main 
land.  • 
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The  steamer  Apple  dor  e,  one  hundred  and 
twenty  tons,  built  expressly  for  .the  purpose, 
makes  two  trips  a  day  between  the  island 
and  Portsmouth,  commencing  to  run  regu- 
larly on  the  17th  of  June,  and  continuing 
until  the  middle  of  September. 

On  Smutty-Nose  or  Haley's  Island,  pre- 
vious to  the  year  1825,  stood  a  ropewalk, 
formerly  owned  and  occupied  as  such  by  the 
father  of  the  present  Mr.  Samuel  Haley, 
but  since  then  it  has  been  used  for  the  pack- 
ing and  storing  of  fish.  —  Emery. 

More  than  eighty  years  ago  a  Spanish  ship 
was  wrecked  near  the  coast  of  this  island, 
and  the  dead  bodies  of  some  sailors  floated 
ashore,  and  were  buried  side  by  side  in  nine 
separate  graves.  This  ship  contained  a  large 
amount  of  specie,  since  which  time  silver 
dollars  have  occasionally  been  found,  bearing 
evidence  of  the  ravages  of  time  and  the 
action  of  salt  water'. —  lb. 

As  before  stated,  tfc  Gosport  was  early  in- 
vested with  town  privileges.  In  1728  the 
inhabitants  paid  £16  as  their  proportion  of 
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the  province  tax  of  £1000.  Subsequently  a 
church  and  a  fort  were  built  on  the  west 
point  of  the  island.  Since  those  times  its 
business  has  been  considerably  diminished  ; 
but  within  a  few  years  past  it  has  revived 
somewhat. 

"  In  1855  the  amount  of  capital  invested 
in  cod  fishing  was  said  to  be  §-000,  mack- 
erel fishing  $2500,  herring  fishing  §500. 
There  is  a  school,  which  is  kept  most  of  the 
time  during  the  year,  and  a  religious  society 
of  the  Christian  sect ;  and  also  a  huge  and 
convenient  hotel,  on  this  island,  for  the 
accommodation  and  comfort  of  pleasure- 
seekers,  visitors,  and  travellers  generally." 
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INCIDENTS,  ETC. 


Colored  Incompatibility. 

A  Nigretian  living  on  one  of  the  smaller 
islands  often  complained  to  the  white  folks 
of  the  lack  of  his  wife's  knowledge  in  regard 
to  the  culinary  art ;  44  For,"  said  he,  44  what- 
ever provisions  I  fetch  home  to  her,  it  is  all 
nia$h-em  /"  His  meaning  seemed  to  be,  that 
turkey,  turtle,  or  cod-fish  were  alike  to  her; 
consequently,  all  shared  the  same  fate,  and 
were  invariably  sewed  up  at  table  in  the 
style  of  Jias/t  I  and  thinking  her  qualifica- 
tions better  suited  to  a  servant  than  cook, 
he  tried  to  obtain  for  her  a  situation  as  such. 
On  being  questioned  as  to  her  character  and 
qualifications,  he  replied  :  that  44  she  was 
married  in  Eti<jU$ht  and  could  wash  dishes  in 
seven  different  lan<juajc6  !,y 
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Primitive  Instruction. 

Ox  the  island  now  called  Appledore,  it  is 
said  that  prior  to  the  year  1700,  in  addition 
to  a  prosperous  church,  an  academy  or  semi- 
nary of  learning-  was  in  successful  operation. 
Scholars  were  sent  to  be  educated  from  York, 
Kittery,  Portsmouth,  and  other  places  near 
the  coasts  of  Maine  and  New  Hampshire,  and 
even  from  Massachusetts.  The  school  was 
announced  in  the  following  style  :  — 

ik  Establishment  for  Young  Ladies  —  to  of  en 
as  Early  as  vc  Jlh  June,  to  Instruckt  in  all  the 
Occullt  and  Usefull  Sciences,  and  Orma/uenttal 
Requirements" 

As  in  more  modern  times,  the  require- 
ments of  scholars,  to  entitle  them  to  a  pass- 
port into  aristocratic  and  fashionable  society, 
consisted  of  an  education  obtained  under  the 
following  discipline  :  — 

41  They  sent  lur  to  a  boarding-school, 
' T  \v;»s  in  the  mouth  of  June ; 
And  with  luTi  as  the  laws  required, 
Two  towels  ami  a  spoon, 

M  They  braml  her  Imdk  itgaiiiHt  n  board, 
Screwed  up  Uer  hair  with  pins, 
O,  never  mortn]  sullered  more 
In  pcuaucu  for  her  sins." 
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An  Ancient  Allegory. 

An  unpublished  tale  in  connection  with  one 
of  these  islands,  but  which  one  is  not  stated, 
consists  of  the  following,  which  seems  more 
miraculous  than  ancient  tales  of  the  Northern 
Kraken,  or  even  our  modern  ghost  feats  :  — 
"  Lakawaka,  who  is  represented  as  self-illu- 
minating, like  a  glow-worm,  was  seen  for 
many  years,  near  the  shore,  still  holding  the 
lyke-wake  of  [over]  the  body  of  her  deceased 
husband."  This  exhibition  to  mariners,  on 
the  darkest  nights,  was  to  their  superstitious 
minds  a  constant  terror,  so  much  so  that  they 
invariably  gave  this  island  a  wide  berth 
after  nightfall. 

Melancholy  Occurrence. 

At  a  fashionable  dinner-party  given  by 
one  of  the  elite  of  those  times,  a  gentleman 
after  dining  on  calipee,  or  calipash,  on  going 
down  stairs,  stumbled,  fell  to  the  bottom, 
breaking  his  snuff-box  and  his  neck." 
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A  Large  Dinner  Party. 

"The  largest  number  entertained  atone 
time  at  dinner  during  the  heat  of  the  season 
(1871)  at  the  Appledore  House,  was  nearly 
thirteen  hundred.  This  included  a  large 
steamboat  party  from  Boston  and  other 
places,  besides  the  regular  and  transient 
guests  of  the  house  present  on  that  day. 
Beef  became  quite  active  at  that  meal,  of 
course  ;  and  though  lamb  was  present,  yet 
none  felt  sheepish  at  all.  Fish  was  quite 
sportive,  and  was  not  pronounced  in  the  least 
scaly,  while  none  could  feel  chop-fallen  be- 
cause of  an  abundance  of  chop.  It  was  to  be 
expected  that  each  would  take  his  des(s)crt 
after  this,  and  make  the  change  most  agree- 
able to  those  concerned.  One  gentleman, 
after  the  feast  was  concluded,  stated  that  all 
present  might  make  good  4  carrier-doves,' 
especially  the  ladies.  The  LAIGKTON  broth- 
hers  must  have  made  the  Portsmouth  mar- 
kets a  capacious  k  grab-bag.'  " —  Correspond' 
tut  of  .Portsmouth  Journal. 
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Arbitrary  Proceedings. 

In  1047  a  memorial  was  presented  to  the 
court  by  Richard  Cutts  and  John  Cutting, 
complaining  that  contrary  to  an  order  or  act 
of  the  court,  which  says  :  no  woman  shall  hue 
on  the  Isles  of  Shoals,  "  John  Reynolds  has 
'brought  his  wife  hither  with  an  intention  to 
live  here.  He  also  hath  brought  upon  Hog 
Island  a  great  stock  of  goats  and  swine, 
which  do  great  damage  by  destroying  much 
fish  and  spoiling  the  spring  of  water  upon 
that  island,  rendering  it  unfit  for  any  manner 
of  use,  which  affords  the  relief  and  supply  to 
all  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  islands." 

In  compliance  with  the  request)  the  court 
ordered  Reynolds  to  remove  his  swine  and 
goats  from  Hog  Island,  and  also  from  such 
other  islands  as  were  inhabited  by  fishermen. 
But  as  to  fck  the  removal  of  his  wife,"  it  is 
k4  though  fit  by  the  court,  that  if  no  further 
complaint  come  against  her,  she  may  enjoy 
the  company  of  her  husband."  At  the  pres- 
ent day  this  orde  r  would  be  looked  upon  as 
an  invasion  on  human  rights  and  privileges. 


Isles  of  Shoals. 


35 


SEA  - WARD. 

BY  OSCAR  LAIGHTON. 

The  Tslcs  of  shoals  are  rough  and  fast, 
And  swept  by  many  a  north-cast  galej 
That  rends  the  bolt  rope  from  tilt!  sail, 

And  cracks  in  twain  the  groaning  mast. 

A  stotm  is  gathering  in  the  air, 

The  gulls  fly  high  in  c  ircles  wide, 

A  murmur  ushers  in  the  tide 
That  licks  the  rocks  all  brown  and  bare. 

"Wild  fowl  go  by  with  troubled  flight, 
Duck  Island  scuds  her  warning  cry; 
l  hear  t he  reefs  of  Cedar  sigh, 

And  catch  the  distant  roar  of  White. 

A  blinding  mist  shuts  in  the  coast, 

New  Hampshire's  hills  are  drowned  and  gone; 

The  fierce  north  east,  wind  waxes  strou^, 
And  marshals  white  its  tumbling  host. 

The  sea  and  wind  £TOW  loud,  and  oft 

Staunch  vessel-,  Btrugiciiug  On  our  lee, 
Are  staggered  in  the  rising  sea 

That  tends  a  sheeted  -bust  atoit. 

Close  hauled  with  double  reefs  they  fly, 
While  seething  waters  mark  their  track. 
Ring  loud  the  bell  on  old  Whale's  Hack: 

Iiiie0r  long  and  loud  !  the  harbor  by. 

o,  cheering  bell  !  in  fog  and  sleet 

How  Ol'tCll  have  1  bless,  d  thy  tone, 

Thai  guides  the  hardy  llhhef  home, 
When  w  iucl  i  pull  heavy  at  the  sheet. 

And  dreaded  uighl  hegius  to  lower. 

Cod  save  the  vi  ssels  in  our  bay  ! 

White  Island  Light  Is  losl  in  spray  J 
Wild  howls  the  w  ind  round  Applcilure. 


A  Curious  Acrostic. 


The  initial  CAPITAL  letters  spell  "My  boast  is  in  the 
glorious  cross  of  Christ;"  and  the  words  in  smalt, 
capitals  read  from  top  to  bottom,  with  those  in  Italic 
read  from  bottom  to  top,  make  the  Lord's  Prayer. 

Make  known  the  Gospel  truths,  OUR  Father  King; 

Yield  us  thy  grace,  dear  FATHEK,  from  above; 

Uless  us  with  hearts  which  feelingly  can  sing 

Our  life  thou  ART  for  ever,  God  of  love  ! 

Assuage  our  griefs  in  love  for  Christ,  we  pray. 

Since  the  bright  Prince  of  HEAVEN  and  glory  died  ! 

Took  all  our  shame,  and  HALLOWED  the  display, 

In  lirst  BE-ing  man  and  then  being  crucified. 

Stupendous  God  !  thy  grace  and  power  make  known, 

In  Jesus'  NAME  let  all  the  world  rejoice, 

Now  labors  in  thy  heavenly  Kingdom  own. 

That  blessed  Kingdom,  for  thy  saints  the  choice  ! 

How  vile  to  COME  to  thee,  is  all  our  cry. 

Enemies  to  thy  self  and  all  that's  thine'! 

Graceless  our  will,  our  lives  for  vanity 

Loathing  the  truths,  r.K-ing  evil  in  design. 

O  God,  thy  will  bo  DONE,  from  earth  to  Heaven, 

Reclining  ON  the  Gospel  let  us  live. 

In  EARTH,  from  sins  delircr-vd  and  forgiven, 

O,  as  thyself,  but  teach  us  to  forgive  ; 

Unless  his  power  temptation  doth  destroy. 

Sure  is  our  fall  into  the  depths  of  woe  ; 

Carnal  in  mind,  we've  not  a  glimpse  of  joy: 

liaised  against  HEAVEN,  in  us  no  hope  can  How. 

O,  OITB  us  grace  and  lead  us  on  thy  way  ; 

Shine  on  t's  with  Thy  love,  and  give  MS  peace: 

Self  and  mis  sin  which  rise  against  us  slay  ; 

O  !  grant  each  DAY  our  trespass  so  must  cease  ; 

forgive  OUR  evil  deeds  that  oft  we  do. 

Convince  us  DAILY  of  them  to  our  shame. 

Help  us  with  heavenly  ukkad  ;  forgive,  us  too 

Keenrrent  lusts,  and  We  adore  thy  name. 

In  thy  FORGIVK  ness,  We  (is  saints  can  die. 

Since,  for  us  and  our  trespasses  so  high, 

Thy  Son,  OUK  Savior,  bled  on  Calvary. 
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